An exploration of the value of specialist neurosurgical nurses.
The differences in the knowledge and skills of 75 nurses working in a variety of practice settings were examined using a case study vignette of a neurosurgical patient developed by researchers. The case study tested nursing care throughout a patient's hospital experience, including admission, presurgery, postsurgery and discharge preparation. The findings showed that nurses who had specialised in neurosurgery scored markedly higher, in all aspects of practice knowledge, than expert nurses in other specialties and general nurses. Patients undergoing neurosurgery are safer if they have nurses who are experienced, skilled and knowledgeable to care for them.